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[bookmark: _Toc168979130]Preface
As a team of people gathered to discuss what it might take to actually transform the faith communities of the California-Nevada Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, they recognized that it is only transformed lives offering love, hope and grace in the name of Jesus who create transformed congregations, faith communities and neighborhoods. As we moved forward and discerned what might be God’s goals for us, we grew to understand that no matter how careful or inspired the plan, without people restlessly pursuing God’s will, the plan would fall short. 
We started to imagine what would happen if more than half of those who attend a United Methodist church in the California-Nevada Conference actually joined the movement of God’s mission in the world….

What if by 2020…
All congregations had a clear, simple vision and strategy for making disciples in their unique context who reach their mission fields;
Our conference culture naturally encouraged innovative ways of multiplying disciple-making movements to create new places for new people;
One-third of the congregations in our conference were starting something new that reached new people through context-driven models of new faith communities and/or new expressions of ministry;
A new multicultural congregation had emerged which consistently engaged no fewer than 1,000 active participants each week; 
At least five existing congregations had grown to no fewer than 1,000 active participants each week;
There were at least 20 faith communities with no fewer than 500 active participants each week?
Bishop Warner Brown invited all leaders in the California-Nevada Conference to take the 50-day Catch Fire challenge so that the Holy Spirit might power the transformation.
Now the study is offered to all who feel need of this power. 


Imagine what would happen if more than half of those who attend church actually joined the movement of God’s mission in the world….

How would we be different?

How would people’s lives—inside and outside the church—be changed?

How would our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
 transformation of the world be experienced & enhanced?

What might be indications that we had become a movement again?

We must give ourselves away so that God might use us to be God’s agents of transformation in our churches and communities. We pray that enough people catch on fire that God’s love and grace might set the world on Holy Spirit fire—and that we Easter people might have Pentecost experiences regularly.
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Warning!  For the next 50 days you are invited to immerse yourself in the story of the church becoming a movement of grace transforming the world.  What you are about to read is very dangerous, even disruptive.  It is the story of the power of Christ’s resurrection set loose in the world through the fire of the Holy Spirit.  It is a story that is:
Dangerous to systems that perpetuate crushing poverty and poor health.
Disruptive to a world bent on violence and war.
Deadly to the forces that keep people lost, addicted, hopeless, oppressed or ignorant of the fact that they are children of God.

At its core, it is a love story.  It reveals to us that we live in a world that God so loves, and that God will stop at nothing to express the Creator's grace, mercy, compassion and justice to that world.  You are a part of this story.  You belong to a church and to an extended family of believers.  Together we give expression to this love story by making disciples of Jesus Christ who transform the world by their new life in Christ.

We are approaching the dawn of a new day among our churches and people.  It is a day that will not be birthed by our plans and strategies and efforts, but by the gracious work of the Holy Spirit.  Our work is a loving response to what God is doing in our midst.  Catch Fire in 50 Days is an opportunity for us to pray and prepare for that new day when we as a Church become a movement again.
If we need to, let’s repent of church as we want it to be.  Let’s repent of small thinking and puny visions.  Let’s repent of self-absorption and viewing church as something we consume.
Let’s turn toward God’s vision and God’s world and Christ’s call to get about His mission.  It is not about trying to save or maintain our local church.  It is about losing our lives in Christ’s mission, knowing that as we lose our lives in Christ we will find them again.  It is about Christ’s mission to bring good news to the poor, release to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind; to set at liberty those who are oppressed and to proclaim the year of God’s favor.  If we are just trying to hang on to our lives, our churches, we will lose them.  
The world needs churches to be vital today, more vital tomorrow and even more vital the day after.  It is not about us.  It is about God and the world God so loves.  
Let’s catch fire as we open ourselves to God through these daily Scripture readings.  Let’s pray that God would make us a movement again.  It can start with a single heart igniting through a fresh encounter with Christ.  Could that heart be yours? 
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[bookmark: _Toc168979133]Using this Guide
After witnessing the resurrected Christ, the apostles were sent to be his witnesses to the ends of the earth.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the first disciples of Jesus became a movement that transformed the world.  The beginning of their story is told in the Book of Acts.  It continues through Jesus’ followers today!
The core of this guide is centered in the first 13 chapters in the book of Acts.  If you are using this in conjunction with a preaching series, we encourage you to start the 50 days on a Sunday. With the exception of the first week, every Monday through Friday is an immersion in the unfolding drama of the early Christian movement as described in Acts.  Every Sunday is a Gospel reading.  Every Saturday is an encounter with First Peter.
The Gospel readings offer an opportunity to have a fresh encounter with Jesus.  It is this encounter which can (re)ignite a Holy Spirit fire within you.  It is this fire that is the energy of the movement we seek to become.  The readings from Acts show us how the fire which spread so rapidly 2,000 years ago can do so again in our time.  The passages from First Peter provide encouragement to sustain that fire in the midst of difficult, troubling times. 
Each day you are asked to Read the assigned passage; Reflect on what you have read; and Respond in faith.  Questions for reflection and a response to consider are suggested each day.  These are only suggestions.  You may have better questions to ponder and a different response to make. 
In the book version, we have included contributions from persons who did this study from Easter to Pentecost 2011, as extra encouragement for your own reflection.  The key to this devotion is your concrete response to the prompting of the Holy Spirit gained through reading, reflecting and praying each day.  Living out that response in your unique context and life, creates a spark or fire. 
We are an Easter people.  The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the spark for everything else.  Therefore for the entire first week, you will be immersed in the resurrection story as told by the four gospels, the preaching of Peter and the writing of Paul.  After this first week the pattern as outlined above will be followed.
Pray that we might have a fresh encounter with Jesus; that the power of Christ’s resurrection might again be set loose in the world through the fire of the Holy Spirit within us.   Pray that this season of prayer and reflection might have a lasting impact on our congregations and communities.
Let’s set the world on fire!   

50 days of Praying, Reading, Reflecting and Responding 
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Additional Resources

Book
In addition to the content of this downloadable version, the Catch Fire in 50 Days book includes daily encouragements. The proceeds from the book sales will go toward developing vital congregations and faith communities.

Small Group Template
Use the template found at the end of this guide to align your small groups with this daily devotional.  You may want to start new short-term small groups in order to have a church-wide study using this guide as the curriculum for 50 days.  

Sermon Outlines & Multimedia Support
We have slides and sermon outlines that enable this guide to be used to support a 50-day spiritual campaign in which the Sunday message, daily devotions and small group discussions are all aligned. Pastors may choose to use the Saturday text (First Peter) or the Sunday text (lectionary Gospel for the day) as the basis for the preached word. 

Catch Fire e-devotionals
Whenever you start your 50 days, you can sign up at catchfirein50days.net/e-fire to receive daily emails to help keep you on track. 

Facebook Community
Need we say more? Interact with others on the journey. Share insights, struggles and questions. Post prayers.  www.facebook.com/catchfirein50.
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[bookmark: _Toc161365459]Week 1: Raised with Christ

In order to become a movement of God’s mission in the world we must BE who are, SEE what we have and DO what matters to God[footnoteRef:1].  This simple transformational process that forms a basis for our study and helps get congregations realigned with God’s vision for them in the world. [1:  Model developed by A Renewal Enterprise 
(http://www.arenewalenterprise.com/)] 

God has blessed us with a rich diversity of people and congregations throughout our Church.  Each of us, therefore, will embody this process uniquely in our context.  But our uniqueness will be drawing from a common source and identity.  We are an Easter people!  However we describe ourselves (BE); identify the resources we individually and collectively have (SEE); or act in mission (DO); it all originates in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Immerse yourself this week in the stories of Christ’s resurrection and significance.  Experience anew what it means to be raised with Christ (Colossians 3:1).

I do not fear that the people called Methodist shall ever cease to exist either in Europe or America.  
I only fear that they shall exist as a dead sect having the form of religion, but not the power thereof, and that undoubtedly will be the case unless they hold fast to the doctrine, disciplines and spirit with which they first set out.

John Wesley
English Evangelist and Founder of Methodism


Day 1:  									John 20:1-18

Pray for guidance and discernment.  If you wish, write that prayer here and use it for the next six days. 


Read John 20:1-18 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes.

11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.  

Reflect 
What is the significance of this story to you personally?  To your local church?  To the body of believers?




With whom do you identify most in the story?  Peter?  The other disciple?  Mary?  One of the disciples who received Mary’s witness?





Respond
Considering that we are an Easter people, do one thing differently or more boldly today because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.


Pray that you and all who participate in these 50 days of reading, reflecting and response will hear their name called by Christ and encounter Him in powerful and transforming ways so that we all might acknowledge that we are raised with Christ.


Day 2:								   Matthew 28:1-10
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 1.

Read Matthew 28:1-10 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you? 
After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

Reflect 
Where are you looking for Jesus?




What would you have to let go of in order to allow for an unexpected in-breaking of Christ in your life?




Who do you know who needs to hear this message of Christ’s resurrection?  In what way can you share it with them by word or by deed?  



Respond
In the name of Jesus, tell one person to not be afraid.


Pray for the vitality of your faith community and other communities of faith so that we all might behave in alignment with the reality that we are raised with Christ.

Day 3:								          Mark 16:1-18
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 1.

Read Mark 16:1-8 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

9Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. 10She went out and told those who had been with him, while they were mourning and weeping. 11But when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it.

12After this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking into the country. 13And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them.

14Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table; and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. 15And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation. 16The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be condemned. 17And these signs will accompany those who believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

Reflect
How did you respond the first time you heard the proclamation that Jesus had risen?  




In our postmodern world, how is it possible for people to accept the good news of Christ’s resurrection?  




What role does fear play in your struggle to be an agent of God’s mission in the world?




Respond
Prepare a one-minute testimony from your experience that might cause a person to consider the possibility of the resurrection so that more might understand that we are raised with Christ


Pray that God would remove any fear that is keeping you from sharing that testimony when the opportunity presents itself.

Day 4:									   Luke 24:1-12
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 1.

Read Luke 24:1-12 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 

Reflect
How is the reality of the resurrection validated in your life?




What adjustments, if any, do you need to make in your thinking or acting which would make the resurrection of Jesus more central in your life?  In your church?  




Could you be missing an important witness because you don’t value the source (i.e., “it seems to you an idle tale”)?





Respond
Share the one-minute testimony you wrote yesterday with someone who has recently experienced loss. 


Pray that your heart and the hearts of all who are sharing in this study would be “strangely warmed” by the risen Christ.

Day 5:								          Acts 10:34-43
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 1.

Read Acts 10:34-43 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Then Peter began to speak to them [i.e. the Gentile Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Reflect
According to Peter’s proclamation what are the implications of the resurrection?




How would you sum up the story of Jesus and his significance to the world in 50 words or less? 




Even though Peter is a witness to Christ, he has a kind of conversion of thinking through his encounter with the Gentile Cornelius.  What was the last encounter you had which caused you to rethink the implications of your faith?



Respond
Be open to the fact that people you encounter today are potential instruments of the Holy Spirit, leading you to new understandings about God and your resurrection faith.


Pray that your church and all churches would truly have “open doors,” show no partiality and exhibit radical hospitality.  That we would behave in a way which clearly shows we are raised with Christ.  

Day 6:							     1 Corinthians 15:1-26
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 1.

Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-26 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.

12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; 14and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. 15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. 19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 21For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; 22for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 23But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

Reflect
Basically, Paul seems to be saying that our entire faith rises or falls on the resurrection of Christ.  Do you agree?  




How does Paul’s point of view differ from someone who sees faith purely in moral terms?




What is the connection between Christ’s resurrection and ours?



Respond
Make as many attitude adjustments as necessary in light of the promise that “in Christ you shall be made alive.”


Pray for the renewing of your mind in light of Christ’s resurrection so that you might be more aware that you are raised with Christ.

Day 7: 								     Colossians 3:1-4
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 1.

Read Colossians 3:1-4 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 22Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 33for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 44When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

Reflect
On a typical day, what do you seek? How often do you “seek the things that are above?”  



What does it mean that you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God (v. 3)?



What is the evidence in your life that you have been raised with Christ?


Respond
Intentionally (re)set your mind on "things above," three times today (perhaps around meals).  Then reflect on how well your mind has been set on “things above” between those times.

Pray for a deep desire to seek the things that are above.  Pray that your Easter faith (i.e., believing that you are raised with Christ) reaches so deep that you feel it and desire it.

[bookmark: _Toc161365460][bookmark: _Toc168979135][bookmark: _Toc161365461][image: Slide04.jpg]Week 2: Catch Fire

This week we start the pattern that we will carry through the rest of the 50 days.  That pattern is to surround our reading of the book of Acts (Monday through Friday) with a reading from the Gospel (on Sunday) and First Peter (on Saturday).  Our encounter with Jesus through the Gospel text is the spark which ignites a fire, which spreads (as in the book of Acts) and is sustained (with resources such as those mentioned in First Peter).
The readings this week proclaim that we are Spirit-filled people who have been sent by Jesus to be his witnesses (John and Acts).  
“We have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead ….” (First Peter 1:3)



The great question of all, then, still remains.  
Is the love of God shed abroad in your heart? 
Can you cry out, ‘My God and my all’?  
Do you desire nothing but him?  
Are you happy in God?  Is he your glory, your delight, your crown of rejoicing?  
And is this commandment written in your heart,
‘that he who loveth God love his brother also’? 
 Do you then love your neighbor as yourself?  
Do you love every man, even your enemies, even the enemies of God, as your own soul? 
 As Christ loved you?

John Wesley


Day 8: 									John 20:19-31

Pray for guidance and discernment.  If you wish, write that prayer here and use it for the next six days. 




Read John 20:19-31 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

Reflect
In what part of your life do you need the peace of Christ right now?




Where is Jesus sending you today?  To do what?  What is the role of the Holy Spirit in this mission?






Are you struggling with any doubts?  If so, what are they?




Respond
Live today fully aware that you have received the Holy Spirit and are sent by Jesus.  Notice what is different in how you approach your work, relationships, family and community.


Pray for the mission of your church—to make disciples of Jesus Christ who transform the world—and for your people to catch that fire.


Day 9: 								               Acts 1:1-11
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 8.

Read Acts 1:1-11 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Reflect
What kind of power do you receive when the Holy Spirit comes upon you?  What is the nature of this power?  What does it accomplish?  What is its purpose?





Where is your Jerusalem?  Judea?  Samaria?  Ends of the earth?





Where do you feel called to be Christ’s witness today?  What form might it take?  Are you prepared to be His witness if the opportunity is available?




Respond
Share your reflections from today’s devotional with a friend or on facebook.com/catchfire50


Pray for the power of the Holy Spirit to catch fire in you today so that you might ignite others with your witness.

Day 10: 								            Acts 1:12-26
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 8.

Read Acts 1:12-26 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus— 17for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18(Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness; and falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19This became known to all the residents of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their language Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20“For it is written in the book of Psalms, ‘Let his homestead become desolate, and let there be no one to live in it’; and ‘Let another take his position of overseer.’ 21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.

Reflect
Who are your partners in ministry?




Who else do you need as a partner?




How does the text provide instructions we can use when finding new partners for mission?




Respond
Affirm one of your partners in ministry today.  Make a list of potential partners and begin a process of discernment, so that you know whom you might approach to become a partner in the near future.


Pray that God would send you new partners in ministry and give thanks for those you already have; that you all would catch fire (or get re-lit) in a way which allows you to join the movement of God’s mission in the world.

Day 11: 								               Acts 2:1-13
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 8.

Read Acts 2:1-13 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

Reflect
What impact does the image of the Holy Spirit coming as “tongues of fire” have on you?  What is the nature of fire and how does that relate to the Holy Spirit?





How would you answer the question in verse 12, “What does this mean?”





What is the relevance of Pentecost for churches which want to become a movement of God’s mission in the world again?





Respond
Learn something today about or from a person who is of a different culture than you.  


Pray that churches and other faith communities have a fresh experience of being filled with the Holy Spirit and catch fire.

Day 12: 								            Acts 2:14-36
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 8.

Read Acts 2:14-36 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 22“You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— 23this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope. 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. 28You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 33Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you both see and hear. 34For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, 35until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 36Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 	

Reflect
What are the main points of Peter’s message?





How have you experienced the reality of God’s promises being fulfilled in your life?



What does it mean to you that Jesus is both Lord and Christ (vs. 36)?





Respond
Let Jesus be Lord in an area of your life which you haven’t completely surrendered to His reign. 


Pray that Jesus is Lord and Christ in every area of your life and your faith community.  Ask God to show you areas in which Jesus may not be Lord, and pray for a transformation in this area so that more of you might catch fire.

Day 13: 						                              Acts 2:37-47
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 8.

Read Acts 2:37-47 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.

42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Reflect
Have you ever been “cut to the heart” when hearing the Good News about Jesus?  What did you do?





Is there any obstacle in your life preventing you from receiving the full gift of the Holy Spirit?  If so, what do you need to do to remove it?





How is your church like or unlike the fellowship of believers described in verses 42-47?  What can you do to make it more like this?





Respond
Do one thing that makes your church or small group feel more like the fellowship of believers described in verses 42-47.  If you are not in a small group during these 50 days, consider joining or starting one.  (See the Small Group Template at the end of this devotional, which can be a guide for your small group meetings.)


Pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit so that your community of faith can catch fire and be as vital as the first one mentioned here in the book of Acts.

Day 14: 								         1 Peter 1:1-12
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 8.

Read 1 Peter 1:1-12 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
1Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2who have been chosen and destined by God the Father and sanctified by the Spirit to be obedient to Jesus Christ and to be sprinkled with his blood: 

May grace and peace be yours in abundance.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

10Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that was to be yours made careful search and inquiry, 11inquiring about the person or time that the Spirit of Christ within them indicated, when it testified in advance to the sufferings destined for Christ and the subsequent glory. 12It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in regard to the things that have now been announced to you through those who brought you good news by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things into which angels long to look! 

Reflect
What kind of trials are you or your community of faith facing?  Would you describe these pressures as coming from without or from within?





Given those trials, what part of this passage is an encouragement to you?  





What is the source of your hope?  How do you sustain it?





Respond
Spend 15 minutes three times today (maybe around meal times) to pause and give praise to God in the midst of your suffering (personal, congregational and/or wider-community).  Express love to God for giving us “a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
[bookmark: _Toc161365462]

Pray a prayer of praise and adoration to God who loves you and gives you hope through Jesus Christ.
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[bookmark: _Toc161365463][image: ]Week 3: Keep It Burning

We who inherit the legacy of Christ are people of the warm heart.  As the disciples’ hearts burned on the road to Emmaus and ignited their ministries, so it is that a heart warmed by the presence of the resurrected Christ (Luke) results not just in an individual spiritual experience; it also emanates out in acts of healing, witness, boldness, radical sharing (Acts) and holy living (First Peter).
In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate-street, where one was reading Luther's preface to the Epistle to the Romans.  About a quarter before nine, 
while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, 
I felt my heart strangely warmed.
 I felt I did trust in Christ, 
Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had 
taken away my sins, even mine and 
saved me from the law of sin and death.

John Wesley

Day 15: 									Luke 24:13-35

Pray for guidance and discernment.  If you wish, write that prayer here and use it for the next six days. 

Read Luke 24:13-35 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
13Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles* from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?’ 19He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.’ 25Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ 33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.



Reflect
Has there been a time recently in which you didn’t recognize Christ’s presence—but looking back now, you realize that He was there?





Wesley talked about his heart being “strangely warmed.”  The Emmaus disciples said their hearts were burning within them.  How would you describe your encounter with Christ?





What is the significance of their eyes being opened at the breaking of the bread?





Respond
Be prepared to write down a specific moment today in which you recognize Christ’s presence.


Pray that Christ would be fully revealed in the ordinary experiences of your day, to keep the fire of the Risen Christ burning.


Day 16:								               Acts 3:1-10
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 15.

Read Acts 3:1-10 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, at three o’clock in the afternoon. 2And a man lame from birth was being carried in. People would lay him daily at the gate of the temple called the Beautiful Gate so that he could ask for alms from those entering the temple. 3When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked them for alms. 4Peter looked intently at him, as did John, and said, ‘Look at us.’ 5And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6But Peter said, ‘I have no silver or gold, but what I have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.’ 7And he took him by the right hand and raised him up; and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8Jumping up, he stood and began to walk, and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9All the people saw him walking and praising God, 10and they recognized him as the one who used to sit and ask for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.


Reflect
What is easy for you to freely give in your life?  What is difficult?  




What would it take for God to perform miracles of healing through you as he did through Peter and John?




What are you begging for?




Respond
Extend your hand to lift someone up today, in the name of Jesus. 


Pray, in the name of Jesus, for someone you know who needs healing—that the fire will start or keep burning in that person's life. 


Day 17: 								            Acts 3:11-26
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 15.

Read Acts 3:11-26 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
11While he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico called Solomon’s Portico, utterly astonished. 12When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

1And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah* would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, 20so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Messiah* appointed for you, that is, Jesus, 21who must remain in heaven until the time of universal restoration that God announced long ago through his holy prophets. 22Moses said, “The Lord your God will raise up for you from your own people* a prophet like me. You must listen to whatever he tells you. 23And it will be that everyone who does not listen to that prophet will be utterly rooted out from the people.” 

24And all the prophets, as many as have spoken, from Samuel and those after him, also predicted these days. 25You are the descendants of the prophets and of the covenant that God gave to your ancestors, saying to Abraham, “And in your descendants all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 26When God raised up his servant,* he sent him first to you, to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.’

Reflect
According to Peter, what was his role in the healing of the beggar?




What is the main content of Peter’s message?




What does it mean to do something “in the name of Jesus”?




Respond
Be on the lookout for what Jesus wants you to do today in His name.
	
Pray for God to reveal to you who God wants you to bless today to keep the fire of the Spirit’s movement burning.

Day 18: 									      Acts 4:1-22
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 15.

Read Acts 4:1-22 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
While Peter and John were speaking to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees came to them, 2much annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming that in Jesus there is the resurrection of the dead. 3So they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4But many of those who heard the word believed; and they numbered about five thousand.

5The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ 12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 13Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John and realized that they were uneducated and ordinary men, they were amazed and recognized them as companions of Jesus. 14When they saw the man who had been cured standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition.

15So they ordered them to leave the council while they discussed the matter with one another. 16They said, “What will we do with them? For it is obvious to all who live in Jerusalem that a notable sign has been done through them; we cannot deny it. 17But to keep it from spreading further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” 18So they called them and ordered them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in God’s sight to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge; 20for we cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 21After threatening them again, they let them go, finding no way to punish them because of the people, for all of them praised God for what had happened. 22For the man on whom this sign of healing had been performed was more than forty years old.

Reflect
How do you explain the rapid number of people who came to believe?





Why did the rulers, elders and teachers resist so much?


What is your typical reaction to those who have resisted you because of your faith?  Are you easily intimidated?




Respond
Practice speaking boldly about what you have seen and heard.


Pray for those who are particularly resistant to Christ, that God would bless them and fulfill God’s purpose for their lives.  Pray for the Holy Spirit to keep the fire burning in the hearts of Christ’s disciples everywhere.

Day 19: 								            Acts 4:23-31
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 15.

Read Acts 4:23-31 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
After they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24When they heard it, they raised their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth, the sea, and everything in them, 25it is you who said by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor David, your servant: ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples imagine vain things? 26The kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers have gathered together against the Lord and against his Messiah.’ 27For in this city, in fact, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, 28to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 29And now, Lord, look at their threats, and grant to your servants to speak your word with all boldness, 30while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31When they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness. 

Reflect
What is the importance of communal prayer?  What is its relationship to individual prayer?  





What is the immediate result of communal prayers?





When you regularly pray with others, do you sense the presence of the Holy Spirit during those times?






Respond
Pray with some other people today in the same way these Christians prayed in today’s passage.


Pray that God’s hand would be stretched out through faith communities in your area to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders in your neighborhood, in the name of Jesus—so that the fire keeps burning strongly.

Day 20: 							                     Acts 4:32-37
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 15.

Read Acts 4:32-37 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 36There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the apostles gave the name Barnabas (which means ‘son of encouragement’). 37He sold a field that belonged to him, then brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

Reflect
Are you of one heart and mind with other believers?




What is the relationship between being filled with the Holy Spirit and the believers' unity, sharing of possessions and powerful testimony?




How might you express your generosity more extravagantly?




Respond
Do one simple thing that brings your faith community a step closer to being of “one heart and soul.”  
 			OR
Demonstrate your extravagant generosity today.


Pray for our churches to move more confidently to a place where we are operating out of one heart and soul and where everything we “own” is held in common and used for God’s purposes.  For this unity and common trust to fuel the Holy Spirit fire burning across our nation.

Day 21: 								       1 Peter 1:13-25
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 15.

Read 1 Peter 1:13-25 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
13Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all your hope on the grace that Jesus Christ will bring you when he is revealed. 14Like obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires that you formerly had in ignorance. 15Instead, as he who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct; 16for it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’

17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.

22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 24For
‘All flesh is like grass
  	  and all its glory like the flower of grass.
The grass withers,
 	  and the flower falls,
25but the word of the Lord endures forever.’
That word is the good news that was announced to you.

Reflect
What does it mean to be holy?




What is the relationship between being purified and love?





How genuine and deep is your love for others in your church?





Respond
Make one adjustment in your thinking and behavior that allows you to be more disciplined and hopeful as described in verse 13.


Pray for strength to be obedient to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love—loving others deeply from the heart—which enables loving, Christ-like action in your church and community and keeps the fire burning
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[bookmark: _Toc161365465]Week 4: Shine Brightly

Jesus came that we might have life abundantly (John).  This abundant life is like a fire that shines brightly for all to see.  Against pressure from without and challenges from within (Acts) it glows and many are attracted to it.  Christ has made us a new people.  Remember who you are (First Peter).
Why has Christianity done so little good, even among us?  Among the Methodists?... 
Plainly because we have forgot,
 or at least not duly attended to those solemn words of our Lord, 
‘If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily and follow me.’

John Wesley

Day 22: 									John 10:1-10

Pray for guidance and discernment.  If you wish, write that prayer here and use it for the next six days. 


Read John 10:1-10 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

7So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

Reflect 
How do you continue to hear and follow the voice of Jesus amidst all the competing noise in the world?





How would you describe the abundant life Jesus is talking about?





On a scale of 1-10 (10 being the highest), how abundant is your life right now?






Respond
Listen for and do one thing that will increase your connection to Jesus and the abundance He offers.


Pray for discernment about how God might want to use you to shine more brightly on the Gatekeeper of Abundant Life.  To shine in ways which will lead more people—your friends, family, co-workers, colleagues, acquaintances, etc.—to Jesus.


Day 23:							               Acts 5:1-11
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 22.

Read Acts 5:1-11 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
But a man named Ananias, with the consent of his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property; 2with his wife’s knowledge, he kept back some of the proceeds, and brought only a part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3‘Ananias,’ Peter asked, ‘why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back part of the proceeds of the land? 4While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, were not the proceeds at your disposal? How is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You did not lie to us but to God!’ 5Now when Ananias heard these words, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard of it. 6The young men came and wrapped up his body, then carried him out and buried him.

7After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8Peter said to her, ‘Tell me whether you and your husband sold the land for such and such a price.’ And she said, ‘Yes, that was the price.’ 9Then Peter said to her, ‘How is it that you have agreed together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the test? Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.’ 10Immediately she fell down at his feet and died. When the young men came in they found her dead, so they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11And great fear seized the whole church and all who heard of these things. 

Reflect
Why is this story included at this point in the story of the early Church?





What’s the big deal?





How transparent and truthful are you when it comes to your participation in church?





Respond
Identify an area of your life that needs to be more transparent and truthful so that God is clearly more central.  Do one thing today that can move you in that direction.


Pray for the Spirit to guide your every action so that you might shine forth God’s truths more brightly.


Day 24: 								            Acts 5:12-16
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 22.

Read Acts 5:12-16 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Now many signs and wonders were done among the people through the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. 13None of the rest dared to join them, but the people held them in high esteem. 14Yet more than ever believers were added to the Lord, great numbers of both men and women, 15so that they even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on cots and mats, in order that Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he came by. 16A great number of people would also gather from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all cured.

Reflect
What is the last sign and wonder you have witnessed:  In your life?  In your faith community? 




Why were believers being added more than ever?




How might you and your congregation better position yourselves to be instruments of God’s healing?




Respond
Engage in an act of healing with Holy Spirit power and alleviate someone’s suffering today.


Pray that God might bring someone into your life today who needs some kind of healing or relief from suffering.  Pray for the courage and insight to respond so that the healing power of the Holy Spirit shines more brightly.


Day 25: 									   Acts 5:17-42
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 22.

Read Acts 5:17-42 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Then the high priest took action; he and all who were with him (that is, the sect of the Sadducees), being filled with jealousy, 18arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. 19But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors, brought them out, and said, 20‘Go, stand in the temple and tell the people the whole message about this life.’ 21When they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak and went on with their teaching.

When the high priest and those with him arrived, they called together the council and the whole body of the elders of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. 22But when the temple police went there, they did not find them in the prison; so they returned and reported, 23‘We found the prison securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them, we found no one inside.’ 24Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were perplexed about them, wondering what might be going on. 25Then someone arrived and announced, ‘Look, the men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people!’ 26Then the captain went with the temple police and brought them, but without violence, for they were afraid of being stoned by the people.

27When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The high priest questioned them, 28saying, ‘We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.’ 29But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, so that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.’

33When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, respected by all the people, stood up and ordered the men to be put outside for a short time. 35Then he said to them, ‘Fellow-Israelites, consider carefully what you propose to do to these men. 36For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him; but he was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and disappeared. 37After him Judas the Galilean rose up at the time of the census and got people to follow him; he also perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38So in the present case, I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone; because if this plan or this undertaking is of human origin, it will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them—in that case you may even be found fighting against God!’

They were convinced by him, 40and when they had called in the apostles, they had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41As they left the council, they rejoiced that they were considered worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name. 42And every day in the temple and at home they did not cease to teach and proclaim Jesus as the Messiah. 




Reflect
When is the last time you experienced opposition for making learners and followers of Jesus? 




What tension are you experiencing between obeying God versus obeying human authority? 




What plans in your life or in the life of your congregation are your own?  What plans are of God?  



Respond
Swap one of your plans (personal or congregational) for God’s plans.


Pray for the boldness to shine brightly as a witness for Christ through your words and deeds.  Give thanks no matter what reaction your testimony sparks.

Day 26: 								                 Acts 6:1-7
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 22.

Read Acts 6:1-7 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of food. 2And the twelve called together the whole community of the disciples and said, ‘It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait at tables. 3Therefore, friends, select from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, 4while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word.’ 5What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.

Reflect
How do you account for the word of God continuing to spread?  How is this first century context like and unlike our own?




How well is your church organized so that the Word of God, practical tasks and ministry are all lived out and led appropriately? 





By what criteria do you select and support leaders in your church? 




Respond
If you are not actively serving in your faith community, get connected in an area that matches your spiritual gifts and passions.

If you are actively serving in your faith community, ask for feedback so that you are certain that you are serving in the right place given your giftedness and passions. 


Pray to be so full of faith and the Holy Spirit that you can’t help but shine brightly.  In that Spirit, pray that you would gracefully provide spiritual leadership to your congregation and the world.

Day 27: 								               Acts 6:8-15
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 22.

Read Acts 6:8-15 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. 10But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. 11Then they secretly instigated some men to say, ‘We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.’ 12They stirred up the people as well as the elders and the scribes; then they suddenly confronted him, seized him, and brought him before the council. 13They set up false witnesses who said, ‘This man never stops saying things against this holy place and the law; 14for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses handed on to us.’ 15And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and they saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 

Reflect
Stephen is described as being full of grace and power.  Would anyone describe you this way? 




What great wonders and signs might God want to do through you?




Have you ever been a false witness or instigated another person to be one?  Has anyone ever brought a false testimony against you?




Respond
Take steps to correct any past actions you’ve taken (i.e., false witness or instigation), or forgive those who have falsely accused you.  Do this with grace and power.


Pray for those who are facing tough opposition or persecution because of their faith—that the power and grace of the Spirit might shine brightly.

Day 28: 								         1 Peter 2:1-10
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 22.

Read 1 Peter 2:1-10 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander. 2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture:
‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
     a cornerstone chosen and precious;
and whoever believes in him 
     will not be put to shame.’
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner’,
8and
‘A stone that makes them stumble,
     and a rock that makes them fall.’
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
10 Once you were not a people,
 	      but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
  	     but now you have received mercy.

Reflect
What do you need to rid yourself of so that you can grow into your salvation?




What would change if each member of your faith community were viewed as “living stones built into a spiritual house”?






What does it mean that you are a holy (or royal) priesthood?




Respond
As a holy priesthood, spend several moments today interceding for the world.  
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Jesus has made it possible for us not only to do His works, but to do even greater works.  All we need to do is ask in His name (John).  The preaching and martyrdom of Stephen and the subsequent spread of the gospel to Samaria are evidence of this potential.  Christ is our example of how to respond to those who do us wrong as we carry out the mission of God (First Peter). 
Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.
 
John Wesley

Day 29: 									   John 14:1-14

Pray for guidance and discernment.  If you wish, write that prayer here and use it for the next six days. 

Read John 14:1-14 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going.’ 5Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’ 6Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.’

8Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ 9Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.

Reflect
Is your heart troubled about anything?  How can you find reassurance in the words of Jesus?




What will it take for you to be satisfied with your beliefs (v. 8)?  How are you continuing to seek reassurance in the promises of Jesus?




How might verses 12- 14 help you fan the flame of your faith and that of those around you?







Respond
Discern God’s will about some area of your life, faith community or work.  Ask boldly, in the name of Christ, that it be done in a way which might fan the flame of God’s missional movement in the world.


Pray for the Holy Spirit to fan the flame of faith and belief in someone whose heart is troubled or in someone whose mind is still searching for evidence of Jesus in our midst. 

Day 30:								               Acts 7:1-53
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 29.

Read Acts 7:1-53 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Then the high priest asked him, ‘Are these things so?’ 2And Stephen replied:
‘Brothers and fathers, listen to me. The God of glory appeared to our ancestor Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3and said to him, “Leave your country and your relatives and go to the land that I will show you.” 4Then he left the country of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran. After his father died, God had him move from there to this country in which you are now living. 5He did not give him any of it as a heritage, not even a foot’s length, but promised to give it to him as his possession and to his descendants after him, even though he had no child. 6And God spoke in these terms, that his descendants would be resident aliens in a country belonging to others, who would enslave them and maltreat them for four hundred years. 7“But I will judge the nation that they serve,” said God, “and after that they shall come out and worship me in this place.” 8Then he gave him the covenant of circumcision. And so Abraham became the father of Isaac and circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs.

9‘The patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with him, 10and rescued him from all his afflictions, and enabled him to win favor and to show wisdom when he stood before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who appointed him ruler over Egypt and over all his household. 11Now there came a famine throughout Egypt and Canaan, and great suffering, and our ancestors could find no food. 12But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our ancestors there on their first visit. 13On the second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph’s family became known to Pharaoh. 14Then Joseph sent and invited his father Jacob and all his relatives to come to him, seventy-five in all; 15so Jacob went down to Egypt. He himself died there as well as our ancestors, 16and their bodies were brought back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.

17But as the time drew near for the fulfillment of the promise that God had made to Abraham, our people in Egypt increased and multiplied 18until another king who had not known Joseph ruled over Egypt. 19He dealt craftily with our race and forced our ancestors to abandon their infants so that they would die. 20At this time Moses was born, and he was beautiful before God. For three months he was brought up in his father’s house; 21and when he was abandoned, Pharaoh’s daughter adopted him and brought him up as her own son. 22So Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in his words and deeds.

23When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his relatives, the Israelites. 24When he saw one of them being wronged, he defended the oppressed man and avenged him by striking down the Egyptian. 25He supposed that his kinsfolk would understand that God through him was rescuing them, but they did not understand. 26The next day he came to some of them as they were quarrelling and tried to reconcile them, saying, “Men, you are brothers; why do you wrong each other?” 27But the man who was wronging his neighbor pushed Moses aside, saying, “Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? 28Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?” 29When he heard this, Moses fled and became a resident alien in the land of Midian. There he became the father of two sons.

30Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in the flame of a burning bush. 31When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight; and as he approached to look, there came the voice of the Lord: 32“I am the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” Moses began to tremble and did not dare to look. 33Then the Lord said to him, “Take off the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. 34I have surely seen the mistreatment of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their groaning, and I have come down to rescue them. Come now, I will send you to Egypt.”

35It was this Moses whom they rejected when they said, “Who made you a ruler and a judge?” and whom God now sent as both ruler and liberator through the angel who appeared to him in the bush. 36He led them out, having performed wonders and signs in Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness for forty years. 37This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, “God will raise up a prophet for you from your own people as he raised me up.” 38He is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our ancestors; and he received living oracles to give to us. 39Our ancestors were unwilling to obey him; instead, they pushed him aside, and in their hearts they turned back to Egypt, 40saying to Aaron, “Make gods for us who will lead the way for us; as for this Moses who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has happened to him.” 41At that time they made a calf, offered a sacrifice to the idol, and revelled in the works of their hands. 42But God turned away from them and handed them over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets:
“Did you offer to me slain victims and sacrifices
      for forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?
43No; you took along the tent of Moloch, 
     and the star of your god Rephan, 
     the images that you made to worship;
so I will remove you beyond Babylon.”

44Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the wilderness, as God directed when he spoke to Moses, ordering him to make it according to the pattern he had seen. 45Our ancestors in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our ancestors. And it was there until the time of David, 46who found favour with God and asked that he might find a dwelling-place for the house of Jacob. 47But it was Solomon who built a house for him. 48Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands; as the prophet says,
49“Heaven is my throne,
     and the earth is my footstool.
What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord,
     or what is the place of my rest?
50Did not my hand make all these things?”

51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. 52Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers and murderers. 53You are the ones that received the law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it.’



Reflect
Why does Stephen rehearse a history that his hearers already know?



As you read Stephen’s speech, what part of it feels most relevant to you?  To your faith community’s context?



What would you need to do in order to become more open to the Holy Spirit?




Respond
Open yourself to receive instruction and intercession by the Holy Spirit today.


Pray for the people of all churches and faith communities, that we would not be a “stiff-necked” people,” but rather would join the movement of the Holy Spirit in a way which fans the flame.


Day 31: 								            Acts 7:54-60
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 29.

Read Acts 7:54-60 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen. 55But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!’ 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he died.

Reflect
Why was the resistance to Stephen so intense?




What are the similarities and differences between Stephen’s death and Jesus’?




What role does persecution play in fanning the flame?



Respond
Journal about your experiences of:
being the person persecuted; 
being the one throwing stones (stones may take the form of gossip, ridicule, or more public/obvious forms);
being on the sidelines watching someone who boldly proclaimed the word of God being brought down or strongly challenged.

Read what you wrote and ask God for a next step.


Pray that you might forgive those who sin against you and that your congregation might fan the flame of God’s mission by standing up for those who speak out or act as Christ in their context.

Day 32: 									        Acts 8:1-3
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 29.

Read Acts 8:1-3 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
And Saul approved of their killing him.
That day a severe persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria. 2Devout men buried Stephen and made loud lamentation over him. 3But Saul was ravaging the church by entering house after house; dragging off both men and women, he committed them to prison. 

Reflect
When has God taken something negative in your life and used it for good?




What will be the effect of the scattering of the early followers of Jesus?  




What prison do you find yourself in today?




Respond
Identify how your prison experience might prepare you to be a better witness for Christ.


Pray for those who carry the torch of Christ and who find themselves in some sort of prison as a result. Pray that they may find ways to keep their flame lit even in the dark times—and for their persecutors to be forgiven and transformed.

Day 33: 								               Acts 8:4-25
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 29.

Read Acts 8:4-25 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Now those who were scattered went from place to place, proclaiming the word. 5Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah to them. 6The crowds with one accord listened eagerly to what was said by Philip, hearing and seeing the signs that he did, 7for unclean spirits, crying with loud shrieks, came out of many who were possessed; and many others who were paralyzed or lame were cured. 8So there was great joy in that city.

9Now a certain man named Simon had previously practiced magic in the city and amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he was someone great. 10All of them, from the least to the greatest, listened to him eagerly, saying, ‘This man is the power of God that is called Great.’ 11And they listened eagerly to him because for a long time he had amazed them with his magic. 12But when they believed Philip, who was proclaiming the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13Even Simon himself believed. After being baptized, he stayed constantly with Philip and was amazed when he saw the signs and great miracles that took place.

14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 18Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money, 19saying, ‘Give me also this power so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.’ 20But Peter said to him, ‘May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain God’s gift with money! 21You have no part or share in this, for your heart is not right before God. 22Repent therefore of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 23For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and the chains of wickedness.’ 24Simon answered, ‘Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may happen to me.’

25Now after Peter and John had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem, proclaiming the good news to many villages of the Samaritans. 

Reflect
 What boundaries is the Gospel crossing in this text?




What boundaries has the Gospel crossed in your life?  What prejudices have you overcome because of the Gospel?  What prejudices are still to be overcome?




How pure are your motives when it comes to advancing the Gospel and communicating the gift of the Holy Spirit?  Do you need to repent of anything?



Respond
Repent of anything you need to in order that you might be an instrument of Good News.

 
Pray for pure motives and a clean heart so that everything you do and say fans the flame of God’s mission in the world.


Day 34: 							                     Acts 8:26-40
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 29.

Read Acts 8:26-40 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ 31He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
     and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
     so he does not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
     Who can describe his generation?
     For his life is taken away from the earth.’
34The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?’ 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

Reflect
How is the Gospel crossing another boundary?




Is there some boundary right in front of you or your church which you have not thought to cross?  What would it take to cross it? 



What boundaries might need a coordinated effort among churches to more effectively cross?



Respond
Cross a boundary today.  Connect with someone with whom you would not normally connect.


Pray for forgiveness for the times you have judged people and created a distance between you and them.  Pray for the power of the Holy Spirit to use churches and faith communities to fan the flames so that the Good News crosses all boundaries.




Day 35: 								       1 Peter 2:11-25
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 29.

Read 1 Peter 2:11-25 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
11Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the desires of the flesh that wage war against the soul. 12Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that, though they malign you as evildoers, they may see your honorable deeds and glorify God when he comes to judge.

13For the Lord’s sake accept the authority of every human institution, whether of the emperor as supreme, 14or of governors, as sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to praise those who do right. 15For it is God’s will that by doing right you should silence the ignorance of the foolish. 16As servants of God, live as free people, yet do not use your freedom as a pretext for evil. 17Honor everyone. Love the family of believers. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

18Slaves, accept the authority of your masters with all deference, not only those who are kind and gentle but also those who are harsh. 19For it is to your credit if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, where is the credit in that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.
22‘He committed no sin,
   and no deceit was found in his mouth.’
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

Reflect
What struggle (“war”) are you facing which Christ can help you overcome?




What is the right use of our freedom?




What is the main point of verses 18-25? 




Respond
Make all your actions today honorable so that they give glory to God.


Pray for your ability to, as a servant of God, accept the authority of human institutions and do right to extinguish ignorance and fan the flame of righteousness.  Pray for your pastor, your mayor, your governor, and our President. 
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It is all about love (John); a love which commissions a persecutor and includes a Gentile (Acts).  The conversion of Paul shows the power in the fire of Christ’s love.  
The opening to the Gentiles demonstrates that this fire moves in unexpected ways.  This love causes one to bless when others revile and to return good for evil (First Peter).
God does nothing but in answer to prayer;
and even they who have been converted to God without praying for it themselves (which is exceedingly rare), were not without the prayers of others.  
Every new victory which a soul gains is the effect of a new prayer.

John Wesley

Day 36:	 							John 14:15-21

Pray for guidance and discernment.  If you wish, write that prayer here and use it for the next six days. 



Read John 14:15-21 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

18”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

Reflect
Do you love Christ?  Do you keep His commandments?  Or do you struggle with a competing motive?




According to this passage, what is the role of the Holy Spirit in your life?





What commandments is Jesus talking about?





Respond
Show Jesus Christ how much you love Him.


Pray for those who feel that they are alone in this world, that we might reach them with the love of Christ so that the movement of God’s mission in the world spreads more wildly.


Day 37: 								               Acts 9:1-22
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 36.

Read Acts 9:1-22 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

10Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength. For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21All who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name? And has he not come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?” 22Saul became increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Messiah. 

Reflect
Have you ever had an Ananias experience?  Either someone who was God-sent to help the scales fall from your eyes, or being sent by God to deliver someone?






Does God have your attention today?  What has the Lord had to do to get your attention in the past?

Think of someone you personally know who seems the most resistant to Christ.  Is it possible that he or she is a spiritual leader in the making?  What difference might it make if you started to see and act toward that person, utilizing that perspective?



Respond
Make an appointment to have a conversation with the person you named above.


Pray for this person that God would get his or her attention and use you as a means to spread the Gospel wildly.


Day 38: 								            Acts 9:23-31
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 36.

Read Acts 9:23-31 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
After some time had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24but their plot became known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night so that they might kill him; 25but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a basket. 26When he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples; and they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27But Barnabas took him, brought him to the apostles, and described for them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus. 28So he went in and out among them in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. 29He spoke and argued with the Hellenists; but they were attempting to kill him. 30When the believers learned of it, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. 31Meanwhile the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and was built up. Living in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers.

Reflect
Are you more of a Saul/Paul or a Barnabas?

If a Barnabas, where do you need to mediate and encourage Christians who fear (or are alienated from) one another?




If a Saul/Paul, how are you using your influence and tenacity to spread the fire?



In verse 31 there is another reference to the Church increasing in numbers.  How do you account for this?  What is the reason for or cause of the growth?  What is preventing a similar phenomenon in our churches today?




Respond
Begin living out your identified Barnabas or Saul opportunity to spread the reign of God.


Pray for the unity and growth of the Church and her believers.  Pray for the wild spread of God’s reign.


Day 39: 									   Acts 9:32-42
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 36.

Read Acts 9:32-42 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Now as Peter went here and there among all the believers, he came down also to the saints living in Lydda. 33There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden for eight years, for he was paralyzed. 34Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; get up and make your bed!” And immediately he got up. 35And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.

36Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.

Reflect
This is yet another story of healing as a means of spreading the gospel.  What healing—or other sign and wonder—is happening in your community of faith which, if it were known, would draw more people to Christ?




Peter’s reputation was as a healer.  Tabitha’s reputation was as one who was devoted to good works and acts of charity.  What kind of reputation is God creating in you?




Respond
Spend time with two or three other people from your community of faith and make a plan for getting the word out about what God is up to in your ministry setting.


Pray for a rhythm in your daily life that allows for Godly interruptions.  Pray for God’s continued transformation of lives and communities in ways that allows the word of God’s hope, love, and grace to spread wildly.


Day 40:								            Acts 10:1-33
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 36.

Read Acts 10:1-33 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the Italian Cohort, as it was called. 2He was a devout man who feared God with all his household; he gave alms generously to the people and prayed constantly to God. 3One afternoon at about three o’clock he had a vision in which he clearly saw an angel of God coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius.” 4He stared at him in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?” He answered, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. 5Now send men to Joppa for a certain Simon who is called Peter; 6he is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the seaside.” 7When the angel who spoke to him had left, he called two of his slaves and a devout soldier from the ranks of those who served him, 8and after telling them everything, he sent them to Joppa.

9About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10He became hungry and wanted something to eat; and while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11He saw the heaven opened and something like a large sheet coming down, being lowered to the ground by its four corners. 12In it were all kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and birds of the air. 13Then he heard a voice saying, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” 14But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.” 15The voice said to him again, a second time, “What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” 16This happened three times, and the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven. 17Now while Peter was greatly puzzled about what to make of the vision that he had seen, suddenly the men sent by Cornelius appeared. They were asking for Simon’s house and were standing by the gate. 18They called out to ask whether Simon, who was called Peter, was staying there.

19While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Look, three men are searching for you. 20Now get up, go down, and go with them without hesitation; for I have sent them.” 21So Peter went down to the men and said, “I am the one you are looking for; what is the reason for your coming?” 22They answered, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house and to hear what you have to say.” 23So Peter invited them in and gave them lodging. The next day he got up and went with them, and some of the believers from Joppa accompanied him. 24The following day they came to Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25On Peter’s arrival Cornelius met him, and falling at his feet, worshiped him. 26But Peter made him get up, saying, “Stand up; I am only a mortal.” 27And as he talked with him, he went in and found that many had assembled; 28and he said to them, “You yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean. 29So when I was sent for, I came without objection. Now may I ask why you sent for me?” 30Cornelius replied, “Four days ago at this very hour, at three o’clock, I was praying in my house when suddenly a man in dazzling clothes stood before me. 31He said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered before God. 32Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon, who is called Peter; he is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.’ 33Therefore I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. So now all of us are here in the presence of God to listen to all that the Lord has commanded you to say.”


Reflect
Once again we see the Gospel crossing another boundary.  What obstacles had to be overcome before this boundary was crossed?  How did this happen?




What is the significance of this story to the movement of Christ’s mission in the world?




What parallels can you draw between this story and our situation and opportunities today?



Respond
Act upon a prompting of the Holy Spirit to include someone in your life or faith community whom you never saw a way to include before.


Pray that radical hospitality would be a part of your lifestyle and the character of your faith community so that the light of Christ might spread more wildly.



Day 41: 						                            Acts 10:34-48
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 36.

Read Acts 10:34-48 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.

Reflect
In your heart do you know and believe that God shows no partiality?




What needs to change in your life and church to make the Gospel more accessible to those who would assume that Christ (or your faith community) was "not for them"?




How has the Holy Spirit surprised you recently?




Respond
Think of how welcoming your faith community is, from the point of view of someone who has no church background.  Implement one idea to make it more accessible to them.


Pray that your faith community and all faith communities will not only welcome the “Corneliuses” of the world, but will go to where they live in order to do so.




Day 42: 								                  1 Peter 3
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 36.

Read 1 Peter 3 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Wives, in the same way, accept the authority of your husbands, so that, even if some of them do not obey the word, they may be won over without a word by their wives’ conduct, 2when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 3Do not adorn yourselves outwardly by braiding your hair, and by wearing gold ornaments or fine clothing; 4rather, let your adornment be the inner self with the lasting beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in God’s sight. 5It was in this way long ago that the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves by accepting the authority of their husbands. 6Thus Sarah obeyed Abraham and called him lord. You have become her daughters as long as you do what is good and never let fears alarm you. 7Husbands, in the same way, show consideration for your wives in your life together, paying honor to the woman as the weaker sex, since they too are also heirs of the gracious gift of life—so that nothing may hinder your prayers.

8Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, and a humble mind. 9Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this that you were called—that you might inherit a blessing. 10For “Those who desire life and desire to see good days, let them keep their tongues from evil and their lips from speaking deceit; 11let them turn away from evil and do good; let them seek peace and pursue it. 12For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 13Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you;

16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil.

18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water.

21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.



Reflect
How would you apply the example of Christ’s suffering to your life today?  Where does it have practical application?





When was the last time you repaid evil with a blessing?  Are you prepared to do so in the future?




How would you describe the hope which is within you?




Respond
Do some good today.  Repay an evil with good.


Pray for all who will be gathering for worship tomorrow that they would expect and encounter the Living Christ in a way which sets them on fire to join the movement of God’s mission for the world.
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Jesus prays for the unity of those who have received him.  It is this unity which gives credibility to the movement which is our message and mission (John).  
As the fire of the movement spreads (even unexpectedly), the Church has to adapt its theology and practice to incorporate the new work of the Holy Spirit.  Thus, Peter must explain to the Church in Jerusalem how it was that the Gospel was given to the Gentiles.  Pressure from without continues, while from within missionaries are commissioned (Acts).  The way is not easy, but we are reassured of God’s support, strength and grace (First Peter). 
Though we can’t think alike, 
may we not love alike?  
May we not be of one heart,
 though we are not of one opinion?
‘Is thine heart right,
 as my heart is with thy heart?’… 
‘if it be, give me thine hand.’

John Wesley

Day 43: 									   John 17:1-11

Pray for guidance and discernment.  If you wish, write that prayer here and use it for the next six days. 


Read John 17:1-11 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.

6”I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.

11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.

Reflect
What is the “hour” to which Jesus refers?  How will He be glorified in this?  How will this enable you to know the only true God?




Why is the unity of Jesus’ followers so important?  What is the source of that unity?  What are its characteristics?   




What is the relationship between unity and evangelism? 





Respond
Share your ideas for how to create and show unity among one or more of the following:
our churches and faith communities; 
faith communities of other traditions and denominations.
You may share this on the Catch Fire in 50 Days Facebook page (www.facebook.com/catchfirein50) or directly with your pastor or other faith leader.


Pray for the unity of the Church and our credibility in the world so that we might start more Holy Spirit fires without extinguishing each other’s fire.




Day 44: 								            Acts 11:1-18
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 43.

Read Acts 11:1-18 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”

Reflect
Consider how extraordinary an event was the inclusion of the Gentiles in the Church.  How did it happen?  Are there parallels in your context?





How might you be a more effective witness to the new things the Holy Spirit might be doing in your midst?





Throughout this study we have been reading about the Gospel spreading like wildfire.  Yet all this happened without a strategic plan.  It often happened unexpectedly, even when there was intense opposition from without and tension from within.  How do you explain this?  What can you apply from this reflection to your current context?



Respond
Identify a place or a people in which God might be calling you to start a fire.



Pray for congregations and gatherings of Christians everywhere, that all will be filled with the Holy Spirit, “catch fire” and contribute to the movement of God’s mission in the world.


Day 45: 								          Acts 11:19-30
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 43.

Read Acts 11:19-30 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that took place over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, and they spoke the word to no one except Jews. 20But among them were some men of Cyprus and Cyrene who, on coming to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists also, proclaiming the Lord Jesus. 21The hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number became believers and turned to the Lord. 22News of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23When he came and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast devotion; 24for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were brought to the Lord. 25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for an entire year they met with the church and taught a great many people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called “Christians.”

27At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28One of them named Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe famine over all the world; and this took place during the reign of Claudius. 29The disciples determined that according to their ability, each would send relief to the believers living in Judea; 30this they did, sending it to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 

Reflect
What made the church in Antioch so vital?




What was their connection to the church in Jerusalem?




Identify the various roles acted out by each person in this text (e.g., Barnabas, Agabus, disciples, Saul).  Looking at your church, are these various roles being played? 




Respond
Consider how you might help meet a need of another faith community (other than your own) in your town.  Share that with your pastor.

Pray for God to show you who might have a prophetic word for your congregation;  a word that would rekindle or fan the flames so that your faith community would become a stronger witness and further the mission of God in the world.



Day 46: 									   Acts 12:1-19
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 43.

Read Acts 12:1-19 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
5While Peter was kept in prison, the church prayed fervently to God for him. 6The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the door were keeping watch over the prison. 7Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his wrists. 8The angel said to him, “Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.” He did so. Then he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” 9Peter went out and followed him; he did not realize that what was happening with the angel’s help was real; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10After they had passed the first and the second guard, they came before the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went outside and walked along a lane, when suddenly the angel left him. 11Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hands of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.” 12As soon as he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many had gathered and were praying. 13When he knocked at the outer gate, a maid named Rhoda came to answer. 14On recognizing Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed that, instead of opening the gate, she ran in and announced that Peter was standing at the gate. 15They said to her, “You are out of your mind!” But she insisted that it was so. They said, “It is his angel.” 16Meanwhile Peter continued knocking; and when they opened the gate, they saw him and were amazed. 17He motioned to them with his hand to be silent, and described for them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he added, “Tell this to James and to the believers.” Then he left and went to another place. 18When morning came, there was no small commotion among the soldiers over what had become of Peter. 19When Herod had searched for him and could not find him, he examined the guards and ordered them to be put to death. Then Peter went down from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there.       

Reflect
Do you too easily give in to worldly forces, assuming that the mission of Christ through our Church is limited because of the times in which we live?  While we experience these forces often passively, the early Church experienced them actively.  Does this cause you to reassess our potential as a movement of Christ’s mission?




Notice the role of prayer in this story.  What is the state of prayer in your life and church?




This movement in Scripture is unstoppable.  What has stopped it in our context?



Respond
Gather with a few others and pray fervently to God for our deliverance from stagnation.



Pray for your pastor, that he or she might lead boldly and courageously so that others join in the movement of God’s mission in the world; to once again catch on fire and spread that fire wildly.

Day 47: 								          Acts 12:20-25
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 43.

Read Acts 12:20-25 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon. So they came to him in a body; and after winning over Blastus, the king’s chamberlain, they asked for a reconciliation, because their country depended on the king’s country for food. 21On an appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his seat on the platform, and delivered a public address to them. 22The people kept shouting, “The voice of a god, and not of a mortal!” 23And immediately, because he had not given the glory to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and died. 24But the word of God continued to advance and gain adherents. 25Then after completing their mission Barnabas and Saul returned to Jerusalem and brought with them John, whose other name was Mark. 

Reflect
King Herod and the word of God ultimately had opposite outcomes.  How do you understand power?




In verse 24 we have another reference to growth.  Why does growth seem so important?




Is there one who you would consider to be your mission companion (a Paul to your Barnabas or a Barnabas to your Paul, etc)?  If not, describe your ideal mission companion—the one who would complement your strengths.




Respond
If you have a ministry companion, call him or her today and determine what you will do together to advance the mission of God today.
If you do not have a ministry companion, ask God to reveal whom God has in mind.



Pray that the churches and faith communities in your town might find community partners with whom they might start and spread more Holy Spirit fires.

Day 48: 							                    Acts 13:1-3
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 43.

Read Acts 13:1-3 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of Herod the ruler, and Saul. 2While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.

Reflect
What is the work to which you have been called?




What is the benefit of adding fasting to praying?




Barnabas and Saul are sent off.  Do you and your congregation think of yourselves as having been sent into the world?




Respond
Set a reminder alarm to go off each hour.  When the alarm rings, remind yourself that you have been sent by Christ into the particular situation in which you find yourself.


Pray for the members of churches that they will experience and be responsive to a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit and a wildfire spread of God’s reign. 

Day 49: 								               1 Peter 4-5
Begin with the prayer for guidance and discernment you wrote on Day 43.

Read 1 Peter 4-5 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
4 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same intention (for whoever has suffered in the flesh has finished with sin), 2so as to live for the rest of your earthly life no longer by human desires but by the will of God. 3You have already spent enough time in doing what the Gentiles like to do, living in licentiousness, passions, drunkenness, revels, carousing, and lawless idolatry.

4They are surprised that you no longer join them in the same excesses of dissipation, and so they blaspheme. 5But they will have to give an accounting to him who stands ready to judge the living and the dead. 6For this is the reason the gospel was proclaimed even to the dead, so that, though they had been judged in the flesh as everyone is judged, they might live in the spirit as God does.

7The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of your prayers. 8Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. 9Be hospitable to one another without complaining. 10Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. 11Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.

12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 15But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, a criminal, or even as a mischief maker. 16Yet if any of you suffers as a Christian, do not consider it a disgrace, but glorify God because you bear this name. 17For the time has come for judgment to begin with the household of God; if it begins with us, what will be the end for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18And “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinners?” 19Therefore, let those suffering in accordance with God’s will entrust themselves to a faithful Creator, while continuing to do good.

5 Now as an elder myself and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as one who shares in the glory to be revealed, I exhort the elders among you 2to tend the flock of God that is in your charge, exercising the oversight, not under compulsion but willingly, as God would have you do it—not for sordid gain but eagerly. 3Do not lord it over those in your charge, but be examples to the flock. 4And when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the crown of glory that never fades away.

5In the same way, you who are younger must accept the authority of the elders. And all of you must clothe yourselves with humility in your dealings with one another, for “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.

8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering.

10And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 12Through Silvanus, whom I consider a faithful brother, I have written this short letter to encourage you and to testify that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. 13Your sister church in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings; and so does my son Mark. 14Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.

Reflect
What gift have you received?  Are you using it in service to Christ for the glory of God?




If you are in a position of spiritual leadership, are you exercising that role willingly and not under compulsion; eagerly and not for gain?  




What are you going to take with you from 1 Peter to encourage you in the difficult times—times when you feel your flame start to flicker?




Respond
Cast all anxieties on the Lord.  Notice the resulting peace, humility and energy


Pray for spiritual leaders who are exhausted and for new spiritual leaders (lay and clergy) who are called to help start more fires.
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Day 50 and Beyond: 
Be, See, Do

We are approaching the dawn of a new day among our churches, faith communities and people.  It is a day that will not be birthed by our plans and strategies and efforts, but by the gracious work of the Holy Spirit.  Our work is a loving response to what God is doing in our midst.  
These 50 days have been an opportunity for us to pray and prepare for that new day when we as a Church become a movement again.
Is that new day upon us now?
How will this day be different from every other day?
How will this season in our churches be different from any other season?


Best of all,
God is with us

John Wesley


Day 50:_____					       John 7:37-39; Acts 2:1-13
Pray for guidance and discernment.

Read John 7:37-39; Acts 2:1-13 slowly and prayerfully.  What words or phrases stand out for you?
John 7:37-39
On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” 39Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  

Acts 2:1-13 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

Reflect
In light of the last 50 days and these Pentecost texts, answer these questions as you are able for yourself, your congregation and the community of Believers:
Who are you (we)?




What do you (we) have?




In my (our) context, what matters to God?


Respond
Identify next steps given your reflections and using the simple framework below. 
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Pray that God would multiply our fire, faith and fruitfulness so that faith communities might become movements of God’s mission in the world.

[bookmark: _Toc168979142]Small Group Template

May this outline provide fuel that helps your small group Catch Fire in 50 Days.

Welcoming (10 min)
Make sure everyone is welcome and knows each other.  Do introductions as needed.
Use an icebreaker question (something very easy to answer and non-threatening).

Opening Prayer (2 min)
Offer a simple prayer asking the Holy Spirit to guide your time together.
Keep it simple so that others might be willing to do it in the future.

Singing (5 min)
You or someone in your group might lead this.
You could also listen to some worship music from time to time.

Sharing your faith—in groups of three (10 min)
How have you experienced God recently in your life?
The power of this question comes when you ask it every time you meet.  If people expect it they will start noticing God in their life more.  If you do it in groups of three you can keep the time to 10 minutes.

Reflecting on the readings from the week (30 min) 
If your pastor is preaching from one of the texts from the week, read that text and then have someone prepared to summarize the sermon.
Choose some of the “Reflect” questions from the week for the group to discuss.  Or write some of your own.  Or have group members come prepared to share one of the questions or passages that was particularly meaningful to them.
Discuss what “Responses” group members have tried to make and how that went.

Serving (5 min) 
Decide on a service project that you will do together before the end of the 50 days.
Spend time each meeting moving this forward.

Praying (10 min) 
Share joys and concerns and pray for each other.
Pray for each faith community to join in the movement of God’s mission in the world. 

Eating & Fellowshipping
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